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Broad Regulatory Protection Policy Now Covers DEA and STARK Violations
OMIC has further enhanced its Broad Regulatory Protection Policy to include coverage for alleged violations of DEA and STARK regulations. Coverage for alleged violations of the Emergency Medical Treatment and Active Labor Act (EMTALA) was added in 2005 when the policy replaced the Fraud and Abuse/HIPAA Privacy Legal Expense Reimbursement Policy. At the same time, the policy extended coverage for fraud and abuse claims related to billing errors and HIPAA privacy proceedings to include fines and penalties (where allowed by law) as a standard policy feature. As a benefit of membership, OMIC purchases a $25,000 Broad Regulatory Protection Policy for each of its physician and entity professional liability policyholders. Higher limits up to $1 million are available at competitive rates. Members of the American Academy of Ophthalmology who are not insured with OMIC may purchase the Broad Regulatory Protection Policy at limits of $25,000 to $1 million. Click here [https://www.omic.com/products/bus_products/BRPP.cfm] to learn more.

Coverage Question of the Month
Does my policy include coverage for DSEK?
Yes. OMIC's surgical classification extends coverage not only for traditional corneal transplant surgery (a penetrating keratoplasty) but also for other corneal grafting procedures, such as DLEK (deep lamellar endothelial keratoplasty), DALK (deep anterior lamellar keratoplasty), and DSEK (Descemet's stripping endothelial keratoplasty). Because DSEK can be technically challenging, corneal specialists interested in performing this procedure should complete an appropriate training course, including observation of a surgeon experienced in DSEK. Proper patient selection and informed consent are also critical. A sample consent form, developed by Steven I. Rosenfeld, MD, FACS, is available on OMIC's web site. 
OMIC also encourages its insureds to inform their patients of their limited experience performing new surgical techniques. For additional information regarding this informed consent issue, please refer to OMIC's Hotline article, "Informing Patients About Your Surgical Experience," featured in the Spring 2004 Digest.
Risk Management Forms and Documents Update
New Informed Consent Documents

· Visian ICL™ Phakic Implant Surgery. Click here for this document. 
· DSEK Corneal Transplant Surgery. Click here for this document. 

New Risk Management Recommendations

· Interpreters for Deaf and Limited English Proficiency (LEP) Patients 

Physicians are well aware of the central role clear communication plays in the physician-patient relationship. Patients with limited English proficiency or who are deaf present special challenges to effective interactions. Ophthalmologists often have questions about how to obtain and reimburse interpreters, and whether family members can fulfill this role. These documents will provide some basic information on the federal rules concerning these topics and present risk management recommendations on how to best meet the needs of these patients and the practice. Click here for guidance with deaf patients; click here for suggestions with LEP patients.

· Ophthalmic Anesthesia Liability

Ocular anesthesia is challenging for both the ophthalmologist and the anesthesiologist. Special concerns include patient anxiety about decreased vision, eye surgery, and pain or movement during eye surgery; multiple medical co-morbidities, especially in elderly patients; pediatric patients, some premature with congenital syndromes; limited access to the patient and need for immobility during surgery; problems with intraocular pressure and anesthetic agents; and oculocardiac reflexes. Click here for risk management recommendations to promote patient safety and reduce your professional liability exposure.  

Risk Management Programs
OMIC continues its popular risk management programs. Upon completion of a CD recording, a live (or recorded) audioconference, an online course, or a live seminar, OMIC insureds receive one risk management premium discount per premium year to be applied upon renewal. 
CD Recordings 
· Lessons Learned from Trials and Settlements of 2004 (2005 Nationwide Audioconference) $40 
· Noncompliance and Follow-up Issues (2005 OMIC Forum) $50 
· Research and Clinical Trials (2004 Nationwide Audioconference) $40 
· Responding to Unanticipated Outcomes $25 
· Risks of Telephone Screening and Treatment $25 
Click here for order forms or contact Linda Nakamura in OMIC’s Risk Management Department at (800) 562-6642, ext. 652. 
Online Courses
Any OMIC insured can access the internet to complete one of three online courses offered throughout the year, free of charge. These courses are: EMTALA and ER-Call Liability, Informed Consent for Ophthalmologists, and Ophthalmic Anesthesia Risks. Click here to access these courses. 
Online Courses for Specific Societies
Members of certain state and subspecialty societies can take advantage of a 10% discount program by completing an online course on the subject of informed consent. This course is available to the following societies: California, Colorado, Hawaii, Louisiana, Nevada, Oklahoma, Washington State, and Women in Ophthalmology.
Live Seminars
OMIC presents risk management seminars at some state and subspecialty society meetings. For cooperative venture presentations, the ophthalmologist must also complete a brief online questionnaire. Current information on these activities can be found by clicking here or by contacting Linda Nakamura in OMIC’s Risk Management Department at (800) 562-6642, ext. 652.
Save the Date for
 Nationwide Audioconference

OMIC will present Lessons Learned from Settlements and Trials of 2005 on Wednesday, August 9, 2006 at the following times:

5:00-6:30 pm (Eastern Time)

4:00-5:30 pm (Central Time)

3:00-4:30 pm (Mountain Time)

2:00-3:30 pm (Pacific Time)

11:00-12:30 pm (Hawaii Time)
